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Membership Application for IEEE Philadelphia Consultants Network 2012
The mission of CONET is to improve our technical consulting businesses by sharing and expanding our technical knowledge and our business capabilities. Our Web site is www.PhilaCONET.com. The following paragraphs from the 2010 fall newsletter of the Alliance of IEEE Consultants Networks (AICN Newsletter) put it quite nicely:

Consulting 101 
By Steven F. Barrett, PH.D., P.E. 

Have you ever thought about performing consulting work? Or thought about starting your own consulting company? If you have, you’re not alone, but there are several things you need to consider before becoming a consultant. 

As an electrical engineer, your skills are in demand. Many companies and individuals require the design services and skill set of an electrical engineer, but do not have the resources or long-term requirement to add one to their permanent staff. Consulting engineers fill this need. 

Serving as a consulting engineer has many benefits. Aside from the obvious financial incentive, serving as a consultant allows you to practice and refine your engineering and design skills. Also, consulting work may provide a much needed bridge between more permanent positions. This is especially important in the rapidly changing and challenging economic landscape we currently face. Furthermore, some engineers have relied on fulltime consulting work as their primary source of income. 

Read the rest of the article in the November issue of IEEE-USA Today’s Engineer at: http://www.todaysengineer.org/2010/Nov/consulting.asp
Most Philadelphia CONET members are electrical, electronics, or computer experts who are, or who aspire to be, independent consultants. CONET is one of many consultants networks, which are affiliated with the IEEE – in our case jointly through the IEEE Philadelphia and Lehigh Valley Sections.  

Meeting topics and speakers are selected to appeal to a variety of technical professionals. CONET meetings are typically held in March, May, October and December. Five meetings in 2011 featured presentations titled: 
• Tricks of the Trade: Electronics Problem Solving Techniques for Lab and Field 

• Literature-Based Consulting (No Lab Required) 

• Mid-Summer Dinner Meeting: PE Licensing and Networking 

• Tax Strategies for Self-Employed Consultants 

• Development of Custom Analog Integrated Circuits 
Membership is open to the public. IEEE membership is encouraged but not required. Paying the Annual Fee for Service is the only membership requirement – which may be a tax-deductible business expense for consultants.
Membership Benefits:

· Online listing of professional profile on www.PhilaCONET.com 

· Free admission to all CONET meetings

· Discounted dinners at meetings 

· Timely email notifications of consulting opportunities and announcements

· Best of all, CONET members effectively cross refer each other within the Network

Annual Fee for Service is $80.00 for calendar year 2012. Please submit this form or the equivalent information and your payment by check or money order via postal mail to: 
	Peter Z. Ingerman
	Enclose $80 (payable to CONET) 

	CONET Treasurer
	

	40 Needlepoint Lane
Willingboro, NJ 08046-1997
	


Name: __________________________________________________________________
E-mail for CONET correspondence: __________________________________________

	[  ] New Member. 
	

	  
	

	[  ] Renewing Member, revising profile
	[  ] Renewing Member, no profile change


You will receive instructions for creating or revising your online professional profile. If you have questions or prefer to pay by credit card, you may contact Robert Peruzzi at (610) 462-3939 or e-mail Peruzzi@RPeruzzi.com.
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